
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



REVIEWS. 3 8 3 

"This reasoning is not applicable to actions of debt upon specialties. In such 
actions the declaration is directly on the obligation contained in the instrument, 
. . and can not be sustained upon any subsequent promise of less solem- 
nity." The simple promise to pay the debt, implied from the payment of 
interest, is merged in the higher obligation. Toothaker v. City of Boulder, 22 
Pac. Rep. 468 (Col.). 

Trusts — Bequests to Charitable Uses. — This was an appeal from a 
decree setting aside a bequest to Henry George, for the publication and distribu- 
tion of his works. The decision went on the ground that George's writings are 
subversive of existing laws and that their publication is not a charity. Held, 
that the education of the pubic is a proper charity, provided it does not tend to 
corruption of morals or religion and is not opposed to any legal rule, and that 
agitation for a change in the law is perfectly proper unless illegally conducted. 
Thj bequest was sustained. George v. Braddock, 18 Atl. Rep. 881 (N. J.). 

The same point was raised in an interesting case, that occurred before the late 
war, Jackson v. Phillips, 9 Allen, 539, where a bequest for the publication of 
abolitionist literature was contested on grounds similar to those in the present 
case. The bequest was held valid. 

Wills — Construction — Evidence. — Where, in a will devising all of tes- 
tator's real and personal estate, the testator devises a tract of land, described as 
the " west half of the south-west quarter " of a certain section, evidence cannot be 
introduced that the testator never owned this piece, but did own the " west half of 
the north-east quarter" of the same section. Sturgis v. Work, 22 N. E. Rep. 996 
(Ind.). 

It seems that with this evidence, taken in connection with the rest of the 
will, the court might properly have found that there was sufficient to carry the 
land which the testator really owned, even omitting entirely the words of the par- 
ticular description. At least, it was proper to receive the evidence, even though 
it might finally be decided that the will could not be construed to carry this piece 
of land. Although a testator in incorrectly describing his own property has 
accurately described something which he does not own, yet that defect may be 
cured by construction, as well as if the incorrect description did not accurately 
apply to anything else in the world. And in this case, as in all cases of interpret- 
ing a will, all material facts, other than direct evidence of the testator's intention, 
which are admissable under the general rules of evidence may be looked at. See 
Wigram, Interpretation of Wills, Prop. V. ; Creasy v. Alverson, 43 Mo, 13; Patch 
v. White, 117 U. S, 210. 
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Crime ; its Nature, Causes, Treatment, and Prevention. 
By Sanford M. Green, late Judge of the Supreme and Circuit Courts 
of Michigan. Philadelphia : The J. B. Lippincott Co., 1889. 

This is not a law-book, but was written, the author says, "in the 
hope that it might be of some value in aiding to solve some of the great 
social problems that are now agitating the civilized world." On every 
page we see evidence that the writer is a philanthropist, and while we 
may not be inclined to consider that the function of the State is so far 
that of a philanthropist as Judge Green suggests, it is certain that the 
book teems with facts and suggestions which must furnish food for con- 
siderable valuable reflection. Last year a most valuable book on this 
subject was published in England, written by Mr, Gordon Rylands, 
and bearing the same title as this work. These au'hors agree in the 
main, their few differences being traceable perhaps to the fact that Mr. 
Rylands views the question from the strictly economical view, in which 
philanthropy, as such, bears no part. As every good citizen is some- 
thing of a sociologist, and as nearly all writers agree that the present 
system for the management of criminals is inadequate, it can be safely 
asserted that Judge Green's work is worthy of attention. 

P. S. R. 



